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The English-speaking Caribbean has proved to be the most democratic region within the developing world. Most of the countries within the region have now achieved their national sovereignty and constitutional independence. It is believed that the region has had at least 125 general elections held in the independent states of the Commonwealth Caribbean. Also, every state within the region has encountered a change in government due to election hence influencing a constant political change in the region. I was much impressed by paragraph 4 which gives a brief introduction to constitutional independence and national sovereignty. For a country to obtain sovereignty and independence it must be able to demonstrate internal supremacy as well as external independence. For example, Jamaica demonstrated its supremacy after demanding their right as a country to legalize marijuana. The English-speaking Caribbean territories struggle to achieve national sovereignty and constitutional independence. [footnoteRef:2] [2: Rodney, Walter. "Contemporary political trends in the English-speaking Caribbean." The Black Scholar 7, no. 1 (1975): 15-21.
] 

Also, I was impressed by the author’s comment on national culture in paragraph 13. The Caribbean political life is affected by the diverse social classes as well as the ethnic groups. Ideally, there are four categories of Caribbean societies but with the unclear connection between social structure and the political regime. The categories include plural-stratified societies, plural segmented societies, class-stratified societies, and folk societies. Unfortunately, among these classes, there are leaders with different political styles competing for office. These leaders have transformed the political climate and culture of the region differently. For example, the carnival in Trinidad and Tobago, as well as the introduction of reggae by the African Caribbean families, is different from the culture of Indian-Caribbean families and Chinese Caribbean families. [footnoteRef:3]Leaders from these ethnicities have different beliefs and when the leaders have different mindsets building the nation becomes difficult thus leading to political tension. [3: Rodney, Walter. "Contemporary political trends in the English-speaking Caribbean." The Black Scholar 7, no. 1 (1975): 15-21.
] 

Also, I was impressed by paragraph 18 that hints on the divisive issues between Guyana, Trinidad, and Tobago. Even though the countries within the English-speaking Caribbean are assumed to be peaceful and democratic they also disagree with some issues concerning development. Over the years, there has been political tension between the individuals of African descent and those of Indian descent. For instance, Jamaica has since been divided over those who have and the ‘have nots’ which has led to a harsh political clash in the country. Experts argue that the Caribbean lacks a common identity and common interest due to divisive issues despite having an intergovernmental association. For instance, the size of political jurisdiction contrasts in Cuba with a capacity of ten million inhabitants to that of Anguilla with at least ten thousand individuals. However, the Commonwealth Caribbean still maintains a good history of political stability as well as a good record of ideal governance.[footnoteRef:4] [4: Berry, David S. "Enforcement of Regional Economic Integration in the Caribbean: Treaty Enforcement by the Caribbean Court of Justice and Regimes for Enhanced Co-Operation." In Integration and International Dispute Resolution in Small States, pp. 61-86. Springer, Cham, 2018.
] 

There is a comment on electoral fraud in paragraph 20. The author associates electoral fraud to corruption. Although the countries are considered to be democratic, and the citizen’s political rights, the region still experiences cases of electoral fraud. Such cases have resulted in the same political personalities clinging in office. For instance, Trinidad and Tobago only endorse the same members of the ruling People’s National Movement (P.N.M) in the national parliament. The Guyana election is a good example of election fraud that has ever happen in the region. The election that started in a good was turns south with the Guyana Elections Commission arguing that they had issues during the counting process in various regions. Despite having purchased expensive equipment for the process, voters were disappointed with the corruption involved in the electoral process. Following the incident, the voters decided to boycott the process leaving the ruling party to rule for another term.[footnoteRef:5] [5: Hunte, Karen. "International election observation in the Commonwealth Caribbean: race, aid and democratization." (2018): 403-406.
] 

Lastly, paragraph 28 demonstrates the dictatorship of the petty bourgeoisie in Dominica. The English-speaking countries have had a long history of democracy however; the peaceable region is now transforming into dictatorship. After the government decided to develop a rebellious cultural group known as Rastafari the Dominican government dismantles the group and later passed a law that allows the citizen to shoot anyone considering themselves as Rastafari. Therefore, the Dominican armed the petty bourgeoisie giving them the right to defend themselves as well as protecting their properties. Such incidence is clear evidence that the English-speaking Caribbean which was considered democratic lost its culture hence turning to dictatorship[footnoteRef:6] [6: Hunte, Karen. "International election observation in the Commonwealth Caribbean: race, aid and democratization." (2018): 403-406.
] 
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